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Some  of  the  Tents,  Piriapolis 
International  Conference  Grounds 


Harbor  of  Valparaiso 


Valparaiso  Boys 
At  their  Summer  Camp,  1925 


THE  Y.M.C.A.  IN 
SOUTH  AMERICA 

Outdoor  Volley  Ball 

Rio  de  Janeiro,  Staff  Retreat 


Palm  Branch  Hut 
Three  Day  Hike,  Sao  Paulo 


South  America — Today 

SOUTH  AMERICA  is  increasingly  claiming  the  attention  of  the 
world.  Its  ten  republics  comprise  an  area  of  7,288,393  square  miles 
and  it  has  a population  of  60,000,000.  Emigration,  checked  by  the 
United  States,  is  turning  toward  these  new  countries;  as  many  as  250,- 
000  have  in  a single  year  entered  the  port  of  Buenos  Aires. 

Capital  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  as  well  as  from  Europe 
in  an  ever  increasing  stream  is  flowing  in  to  develop  the  great  natural 
resources  of  these  new  countries. 

There  exist  all  the  elements  that  make  for  movements  of  the  great- 
est consequence  to  the  world.  If  these  countries  are  to  develop  in  a 
way  that  will  make  for  true  progress,  their  moral  and  spiritual  de- 
velopment must  keep  pace  with  their  economic  development. 

Thoughtful  South  Americans  are  affirming  that  without  a vital 
Christianity  democracy  cannot  permanently  succeed.  The  greatest 
problem  of  South  America  is  therefore  the  religious  problem.  This 
fact  is  being  increasingly  recognized  by  South  Americans. 

The  most  significant  thing  in  South  America  today  is  the  new  ideal- 
ism that  is  stirring  its  youth,  especially  in  the  centers  of  learning.  A 
great  spiritual  unrest  characterizes  many  of  the  young  men,  bringing 
with  it  a wholly  new  interest  in  the  great  social,  moral  and  spiritual 
questions. 


The  Y.  M*  C.  A*  in  South  America 

IN  the  judgment  both  of  discerning  South  Americans  and  foreigners 
the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  has  a unique  opportunity  in 
South  America  today.  It  has  come  most  opportunely  into  the  life  of 
these  countries. 

Outstanding  statesmen  like  President  Alessandri  of  Chile,  Dr. 
Sagarna,  the  Minister  of  Justice  and  Public  Instruction  of  the  Ar- 
gentine Republic,  and  Dr.  Herrera,  President  of  the  Council  of  State  of 
Uruguay,  and  many  other  leaders  in  Government,  education,  commerce 
and  social  movements  have  publicly  declared  their  approval  of  and  full 
confidence  in  the  Association. 

Perhaps  the  most  significant  service  which  the  Association  is  render- 
ing is  the  reinterpretation  of  Christianity  to  influential  groups  of  the 
educated  classes,  thus  helping  effectively  to  turn  the  new  tides  of  ideal- 
ism Christward  and  so  contributing  to  making  them  serve  constructive- 
ly the  most  fundamental  need  of  the  peoples  of  these  countries. 

Bishop  Francis  J.  McConnell,  recently  returned  from  South  Amer- 
ica, states; 

“I  have  seen  the  Young  Men’s  Christian  Association  at  work  in  Latin  Amer- 
ican countries.  The  Association  shows  a remarkable  power  of  adapting  itself  to 
widely  diverse  needs  in  different  foreign  lands.  In  South  America,  the  Association 
is  taking  the  lead  in  so  stating  the  essentials  of  Christianity  as  to  make  them  effec- 
tive with  the  great  groups  of  student  bodies.  This  is  a service  which  no  other  or- 
ganization is  rendering  to  like  extent  and  is  immeasurable  in  its  value.” 


While  this  opportunity  is  at  the  very  door  of  the  United  States  and 
Canada  and  these  countries  have  latterly  received  from  the  United 
States  to  a large  extent  their  political  and  educational  institutions,  and 
while  North  American  capital  is  entering  in  a stream  so  great  as  to 
cause  alarm  in  some  quarters,  movements  like  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  have 

thus  far  fallen  short  of  offering 
to  these  countries  the  coopera- 
tion that  is  urgently  needed 
and  is  always  cordially  wel- 
comed. Five  of  the  ten  Re- 
publics are  still  without  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Associations, 
not  to  mention  the  inadequate 
cooperation  given  to  others. 


Senior  Class,  Y.  M.  C,  A.  Training 
College,  Montevideo 


Industrial  boys,  Ho^ar  de  Ninos, 
Valparaiso 


The  Association  has  been  a very  important  factor  in  promoting 
modern  physical  education.  Apart  from  the  large  service  rendered  di- 
rectly by  the  Association,  its  cooperation  is  heartily  welcomed  by 
national  and  municipal  governments  and  institutes  of  learning  and  in- 
stitutions interested  in  promoting  physical  welfare.  A significant  con- 
tribution is  being  made 
through  the  Association’s 
practical  methods  and  its  prin- 
ciple of  self-support  to  stimu- 
late private  philanthropy. 

Testimony  is  being  borne  on 
all  hands  regarding  the  im- 
portance of  this  service  to 
social  progress. 


Leadership 


Prof.  Eduardo  Monteverde 
Consulting  General  Secretary 
South  American  Federation 
Y.  M.  C.  A. 


Sr.  F.  Camerini  Zabban 
Associate  Gen,  Secretary 
Buenos  Aires  Y.  M.  C.  A. 


Perhaps  the  most  encouraging  thing  in  the  whole  work  of  the  Asso- 
ciation in  South  America  is  in  the  calibre  of  the  leadership  that  is  being 
enlisted.  Some  of  these  men  like  Professor  Monteverde  of  Uruguay 
and  Julio  Navarro  Monzo  of  Argentina  are  already  known  in  this  coun- 
try. Apart  from  the  strong  men  already  in  the  service  there  are  some 
fifty  very  promising  young  men  enrolled  in  the  Training  Institute.  The 
leadership  for  the  Association  professions  measures  up  well  with  the 
leadership  of  any  other  profession  in  these  countries. 


Sr.  A.  Hu^o  Grassi 
Director  Phys.  Education 
Montevideo  Y.  M.  C.  A. 


Sr.  Julio  Navarro  Monzo 
Continental  Director 
Religious  Work 
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